My Testimony of
Saving Faith in Jesus Christ

Thisistolet you know what happened to mewhen | accepted Jesus Christ asmy personal Saviour.

Yes, on November 31, 1973 my life changed; not because | became abetter person, but because Jesus
Christ cameintomy life. | know that | am awretched sinner and deserve nothing good from God. My con-
sciencetold memany timesthat my way of livingwasnot right, but then | drank againtoforget everything. But
the heavy |oad of my sinswasawaysthereagain. | thought many timesthat thiscould not be everythingthereis
tolife: getting up inthe morning, going to work, and then at night, drinking and messing up. Theload of my sins
waslighter when | wasdrinking, but it wasnot gone. Thenext morning it wasthereagain. It waslikeacircle
without end.

Then | moved to Americaand thought | could start all over again, but my sinand guilt wastheretoo. |
couldnot get rid of it.

Thefirst week | wasinAmerica, | heard something that | had probably heard before but never under-
stood. My sister-in-law invited my husband and meto go to church with her. I didn’t want to hurt her feglings,
so | went, thinking the hour would pass by quickly. Thereintheservices| heard, and believed for thefirst time,
that thereisahell, aplacethat was*” prepared for thedevil and hisangels’ and that “ thewagesof sin” is
eterna damnationinhell. Godisholy and hasto punishsin.

When | heard that, | knew that | would go to hell when | died, becausel wasasinner.

But after that | heard the best news| had ever heard in my wholelife. It iswrittenin John 3:16, “ For God
soloved theworld, that he gave hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish (inhell), but haveeverlastinglife (in heaven).” God doesnot want usto go to hell. Whoever goes
there, goesagainst God'swill. God said from the beginning that blood had to be shed to forgive sins. Hebrews
9:22 says* and without shedding of blood [there] isnoremission.” God killed aninnocent lamb after Adam
and Evesinned. Thenal through the Old Testament the Jews had to bring sacrifices so that their sinscould be
forgiven. Then Jesuscame. Hewas*" the L amb of God, which taketh away thesin of theworld.” Jesusdid
not cometo judgetheworld, but to saveit. Jesusdied for thesinsof every man. Our sinshung Him on that
cruel cross. TheBible saysthat God laid the sins of theworld on Jesus, and He paid the penaty: Hedied in our
place! And thisisthe gospel or thegood news. | Corinthians 15:3 says, “ that Christ died for our sinsac-
cordingtothescriptures; And that hewasburied, and that heroseagain thethird day accordingto
thescriptures.” By rising, He conquered death. Now God can forgive our sinsif we accept Hisgift, theLord
Jesus Christ. TheBiblesaysin| Timothy 2:5" For thereisone God, and onemediator between God and
men, theman Christ Jesus.” God becameflesh and died for our sinsso that we can befree. “ Thewages of
sin” werepaid by Jesus Christ onthecross. ThisisGod'sgift, Hispresent, to us. Giftsareawaysfree. We
cannot pay for God'sgift with good works. We are saved by God' sgrace, not by our works. John 3:36 says
“Hethat believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and hethat believeth not the Son shall not see
life; but thewrath of God abideth on him.” Jesussaysin John 14:6, “ 1 am theway, thetruth , and the
life: noman cometh untotheFather, but by me.”

When | heard that, | knew that | was on my way to hell and that Jesus died and shed His preciousblood
almost 2,000 yearsago for my sinssothat | could go to heaven and my sinscould beforgiven. Thefirst thing |
thought wasthat | had to become abetter person first beforel could cometo Jesus. But God saysin Romans
5:8that “ God commendeth hislovetoward us, in that, whilewewer eyet sinners, Christ died for us.”
Andin Ephesians 2:8-9 God says* For by graceareyesaved through faith; and that not of your selves:
it isthegift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Graceissomething that wereceive but
don’t deserve. So | could not be good enough to get to heaven by my works. Each of usmust cometo God the
way weare and ask for forgiveness (repent) and accept Jesusasour Saviour fromour sins. In Romans 10:9—
11, theBiblesays“ That if thou shalt confesswith thy mouth theL ord Jesus, and shalt believein thine
heart that God hath raised him from thedead, thou shalt be saved. For with theheart man believeth
untorighteousness, and with themouth confession ismadeunto salvation. For thescripturesaith,



Whosoever believeth on him shall not beashamed.” Theninverse 13 theBible says, “ For whosoever
shall call upon thenameof theL ord shall besaved.” Not maybe or perhaps, but SHALL BE.

| didthat. | asked Jesustoforgivemy sins. | told himthat | wassorry that my sinshung him on that awful
crossandthat | received himasmy Saviour and Lord. After | prayed that prayer and really believeditinmy
heart, it felt likeabigload fell off my back. | had peacein my heart and knew that my horriblesinswerefor-
given. Suddenly, | had areasontolive. The peace, that only God can give, isstill inmy heart, and it will stay. |
know for surethat | will goto heavenwhen | die; not because | am agood person, but because Jesusdied for
my sinsand paid the debt | had before God. In | John 5:12-13, God gives us assurance of salvation when He
says, “ Hethat hath the Son hath life; and hethat hath not the Son of God hath not life. Thesethings
havel written untoyou that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life, and that yemay believe on the nameof the Son of God.” Yes, | still remember my sinsand
am ashamed, but God hasforgottenthem. Hesaysin Hebrews 10:17, “ And their sinsand iniquitieswill |
remember nomore.”

Many peoplethink that Christiansarefaultless, but that isnot true. Aslong aswearein thisbody, wewill
sin. But God saysin| John 2:1, “ And if any man sin, we havean advocatewith the Father; JesusChrist
therighteous’ andin| John 1:9, “ I f we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins,
and to cleanseusfrom all unrighteousness.” When | received Jesusasmy Saviour, | becameachild of
God, and my lifechanged. God saysin Il Corinthians5:17, “ Ther eforeif any man bein Christ, heisanew
creature: old thingsarepassed away; behold, all thingsarebecomenew.” Thethingsl usedtoliketo
do, | don’'t want to do anymore. They areno morefun. And thethingsthat | didn’t want to do beforeand
mocked at them, | want to do now; they make me happy. God changed my view about alot of things. | am only
really happy when | do Hiswill. I havefallen many timessincel becameaChristian, but God awaysforgives
methrough Jesus Christ and putsmeback on my feet, after | confessed my sins.

| hopethat whoever knowsmewill understand alittle better now that | am not better, but that | want totry
todo God'swill. Itisalot easier to go the broad way than the narrow way, but the narrow way leadsto heaven
and the broad way to damnation.

My prayer isthat you too will accept Jesusasyour Saviour beforeitistoo late. Thereisno more chance
after death, only judgment. God saysin |l Corinthians6:2, “ Behold, now isthe accepted time; behold, now
istheday of salvation.” Andin James4:14, “ Wher easye know not what shall beon themorrow. For
what isyour life? It iseven avapour, that appeareth for alittletime, and then vanisheth away.” Acts
4:12 says, “ Neither istheresalvation in any other: for thereisnoneother nameunder heaven given
among men, wher eby wemust besaved.”

Jesusiscoming soon. He saysin John 14:2-3, “ In my Father’shousearemany mansions: if it were
not so, | would havetold you. | goto prepareaplacefor you. Andif I goand prepareaplacefor you,
| will comeagain, and receiveyou unto myself; that wherel am, thereyemay bealso.”

Andthelast sentence Jesussaid isin Revelation 22: 20:

“SURELY | COME QUICKLY.”
KarinMcGuire
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